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Abstract

THE QUESTION OF THE CREATION OF THE QURAN
AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE EVERLASTING
AND THE CREATED IN ISLAMIC THOUGHT.

DR. ABD AL-HAKIM AJHAR

The question of the creation of the Quran was one of the most complicated
issues in the history of Islamic thought since the early centuries of Islam. The
issue was not confined to heated discussions between Islamic sects, but it
went further to touch on the boundaries of conviction. Three distinct opin-
ions developed around the issue. The first opinion, however, says that God’s
word was everlasting and complete, as manifested in the revelation of the
Gospel and the Quran. This was the opinion of the Ashariyyah, Maturidiyyah
and Tabhauiyyah. The Muctazilah, trom their side, believe that God’s word
can never be “created”. However, Ibn Taimiyyah’s opinion was more accept-
able. It was built on the criticism of the first and second opinions, and at the
same time, presented more convincing answers to the questions raised
around the issue.
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