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Abstract

Methods of Research in Islamic Faith
(the methodologies of the theologians and salf compared with
the methodology of the Holy Qur’an)

Prof. Ahmed Mohammed Ahmed El-gali

This article deals with the methods of research in the studies of Islamic
Faith.

It has been explained that the Holy Qur’an and the Prophet Traditions,
introduce the articles of Faith as well as the arguments and proofs for their
establishment.

Later on, different methodologies developed within the Islamic culture
such as: theological, mystical, philosophical as well as the Salat (those who
believe that they are following the methodology of the Qur’an and Sunna)
methodologies. These methodologies differ in their agreement and disagree-
ment with the methodology of the Qur’an.

The article illustrates the Methodology of Qur’an, and points out its main
characteristics. Then it deals with the methodology of the theologians, and
explains its positive and negative aspects. It also explains the methods of the
salaf and demonstrates its positive and negative aspects.

Then the article dealt with the effects of these two methodologies on the
present state of studies in the field of faith, and showed how it has been neg-
atively affected by them.

Finally the article offered some suggestions to promote the studies in this
field, and that by depending on the Qur’an and the Sunna as sources for the
articles and methodology of Faith, and at the same time, making use of the
positive aspects of these methodologies.
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