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Abstract

The Almsgiving (Zakat) of the Money of the Boy and the Insane
According to the General Requirements of Zakat: A Comparative Fighi Study

Prof. Mohammed al-Zuhaili

Almsgiving (zakat) is an Islamic religious obligation meant as a means
of social solidarity. There are certain agreed common conditions for it as
well as some special conditions. The special conditions are not agreed upon
by scholars, but the most important of which is eligibility by adulthood and
apprehension. The core of this study is whether to take zakat from the money
of the boy and the insane. There are seven main arguments on the issue. The
study discusses those arguments and reaches the conclusion that it permissible
to take zakat from the money of the boy and the insane. The guardian of the
above — mentioned persons should pay the zakat on their behalf. The evidence
supporting this argument are greater than the opposite argument which calls
for prohibition of payment of zakat.
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