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Abstract

The Role of the Al Moravids (Al-Murabteen) in Establishing
the (Maliki School) in Morocco and Al-Andalus

Dr. Mohammed Al Mukhtar Weld Al Saad

This paper seeks to unveil the role of the Al Moravids in establishing the
Malikt School in Morocco and Al-Andalus, concentrating on cultural efforts
which were not given its real considerations. The paper started with brief out-
line about the route of the spread of Maliki School in the Islamic West before
the establishment of Al Moravids movement in the mid of fifth AH Century
in south west part of the current Mauritania.

We tackle the subject through highlighting the role of the Al Moravids
in eliminating the non-Sunni sects, i.e., (Shiites, Kharijites (Khawarij), and
Barghwata), in the area, taking care of knowledge and scholars which was
not limited to establishment of schools and institutions or providing funds for
them and for the students from the exchequer, rather it included the scholars
through involving them in the conduct of the state’s affairs. Such condition is
reflected through limiting the important positions in the Shura, Advisory and
Judiciary Councils to the Maliki Jurists, granting them with high salaries and
good properties, preferring them on others urging them to teach the Maliki
sect and committing to their fatwa by word and sprit. We noted that this mat-
ter produced cultural prosperity and good knowledge as well as great scholars
who enriched the judiciary of the Moroccan and the Al-Andalus studies. They
dedicated their writings to deepen the knowledge in the Maliki sect. In this
regard, we highlighted the efforts of Ibn Rushid, Abu Baker bin Al Arabi and
Ayaad (the Judge).

We concluded that the religious revival that the Maliki sect witnessed
as well as its cognitive and institutional establishment in the era of the Al
Moravids made it stands before the political and sectarian shocks of the re-
gion, particularly in the era of “the monotheists” (Muwahhidun), to be the
only sect in the Islamic west till date.
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