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Abstract

Syllepsis 1n Interpretations of the Andalusians

Dr. Ousama Ekhtiar

Syllepsis means attributing one utterance upon the other and obtaining
its rules. The paper is limited to study syllepsis in the interpretation books of
the Andalusian. The subject has not been approached by researchers but some
scholars had already pointed generally to this phenomenon.

Some Andalusian scholars explained syllepsis in their interpretation
books. But, some of them paid attention to its semantic purposes. So, what
distinguishes this research is the interest in studying the relationship between
syllepsis and semantic purposes as well as the linguistic aspect, and this new
research completes the shortage in the studies that deal with the interpretation
books of the Andalusian.

Key Words: Syllepsis, Andalusian interpreters, semantic purposes, con-
formity, attributing of utterance to the meaning of its appositive.
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Abstract

The Assimilation Between the /Taa’/of Ifti’aal and the /Ayn/
in the Koranic Readings

Dr. Yousuf A. Al-Jawarnah

This research tackles the regressive assimilation between the /Taa’/ and
the /Ayn/ in the form of (Ifta‘ala) in the Koranic readings, and deals with the
different reading forms in the Koran to reveal the aim of this assimilation
from the phonetic point of view. The aim is to minimize physical effort as the
phonemes that are located /Ayn/, such as /attaa’, addal, addal, arraa’, asseen,
assad/ are close to the /Taa’/ in the context and they get in harmony near it
when pronounced. So, the /Taa’/ gets totally affected and assimilated with
them because these phonemes form the strongest affecting factor through
their characteristics which accompany them when pronounced, not to men-
tion their position in the syllable and the effect of the stress on them.
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Abstract

Trees Associated with Prophets in the Holy Quran
Dr. Zyaad Ali

The Holy Quran gives enormous importance to fruits, plants and trees,
and it mentions some of the fruits of paradise by the names that we currently
use. In addition, Allah named Muslims’ destiny on the last day 'Jannah' (para-
dise), 'Jannat' (gardens). It explicitly states that for those who guard (against
evil), Allah prepared gardens and vineyards. It also urged people to love and
care for trees, plants and gardens, since Allah loves them and mentioned them
in His Holy Book. This signifies that the colors and fruits of trees help hu-
mans relax. This can be considered as a divine guidance to love plants, trees
and gardens and to reassure Muslims of their destiny and that they will be
happy in paradise, as they feel happy in the gardens in this lower life.

This paper, using the descriptive analytical approach, asserts the variety
of trees that were mentioned in association with prophets according to the
climate and environmental conditions that some grow on mountains, others
in hot and dry deserts, while some grow in plain areas where the climate is
moderate tropical.

Meditation on these blessings increases our faith as we recognize the
power of Allah in creating, arranging and organizing. In addition, it helps in
appreciating the creator’s generosity and understanding why He gave us such
blessings.
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Abstract

Presumption Instead of Direct Reference in Arabs Speech

Dr. Abdulfattah Abboush

There are numerous elements and causes of ellipsis in speech, some of
which are frequently used, but have become more frequent under linguistic
rules, and some are phonological resulting from what was heard and transmit-
ted from Arab Scholars. In spite of the large number of purposes and causes of
ellipsis, we found that native speakers tend to ellipt some elements of speech
depending on verbal, situational, or logical evidence, intending to give the
speech some kind of aesthetic characteristics. After consulting linguistics
books which explain Arabs discourse techniques such as those of Sibawayh,
the Meanings of the Quran by Alfarraa, Alkhasais Book by Ibn Jinnee and
others, we found that there are two purposes of ellipsis, namely: frequent
use, and the length of the speech, and three causes: reduction, conciseness
and brevity, and expansion. This supports our claim that Arabs used presup-
position instead of direct reference depending on the addressee’s knowledge
of what is ellipted and of what the speaker intends. A variety of evidence was
used to support what we claimed such as examples from the Quran, poetry,
and prose, what enriches this study and clarifies opaque issues.

Key Words: Renowned Use, Evidence, Reduction, Expansion, Elements
of Ellipsis, Causes of Ellipsis.
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Abstract

Cultural and Aesthetic Transformation in
Nizar’s Qabbani Poetry

Prof. Ahmed Rahmani

This research handles cultural and aesthetic transformation in Nizar Qa-
bbani's poetry starting from the 1940s when the woman was the core of most
of his poetry ignoring all values and employing the ecstasy to attract the ad-
dressee. The next milestone transformation came in the 1960s (The Setback
“Naksa”) when the Arabs’ main issue of Palestine was very prominent in
Qabbani’s poetry. This cultural transformation was later deepened during the
1970s war and afterwards, and passed through two phases: the first in the
1974 war as a psychological substitution - even temporary - of 1967 Naksa
and the second was in1982 when his wife Balqgis was murdered in Lebanon.
The titles of Qabbani’s books of poetry connote politics with new aesthetic
features in their presentations and metaphors e.g. symbolizing the dead Balg-
is when entering as the Yemeni sword. This simile has very deep connotations
making the woman entering towards the guests in a way mixing fear, strict-
ness, and straightforwardness. Why do the women enter towards the guests?
Are they the treacherous politicians? Next to this, many traditional cultural
Yemini symbols came as the Guerlain bottle, lighter, and the Kent cigarette.
This combination mixed traditional symbols with modern exotic ones in a
complete contradictory pattern. The image of the guest, the beauty of the
sword, and the joy of the Kent cigarette are suddenly changed into a fight
between a tribe and another.

This transformation in Qabbani’s poetic phrase leaving the sorrowful
cup of fondness, which ruined the history of this poet as well as his beloveds,
is now directed to a higher spiritual level.
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Abstract

The Cultural Dimensions of Metonymy:
Terminology, Construction, and Connotations

Dr. Shafeeq Taha al-Nobany

This study seeks to highlight the cultural core of metonymy through re-
vealing its connection with the ethics in Arab culture. The procedure followed
starts in identifying the terminology — lexically and pragmatically — as ap-
peared in some publications, then investigating the metonymy construction
through its relation with other cultures and ethics. The last procedure is based
on studying the connotations relying on different literary texts in different
eras.
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Abstract

The Benefits of Controversy in Morphology
Dr. Fadhel Saleh Sammarrai

The domain of this paper is morphology. Particularly, it is sought out to
investigate the benefits of controversy in morphology. As we skim a book in
syntax or morphology, we will find many controversial issues, which analy-
ses takes pages, especially if there are many opinions. This paper handles the
benefits of such controversies, as there are some cases where the controversy
is fruitless.
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Abstract

The Agreement between the Subject and the Verb in Hebrew
(A Comparative Study in the Light of Arabic language
and some of its Old Dialects)

Dr. Essam Eid Mogeeth

This study deals with the agreement phenomenon between the subject
and the verb in comparative approach between the Hebrew on one hand and
Arabic language and some of its old dialects on the other hand. It focuses on
examining the agreement in number and gender between the subject and the
verb for monitoring the points of similarities and differences in an attempt to
provide an explanation for the reasons that led to their differences despite be-
longing to the same family of Semitic languages. This may shed light on one
of the early stages of the origins and evolution of classical Arabic.
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Abstract

Contemporary Arabic Novel between Experimental Contest
and Absence of Values.

Pro. Dr. Omar Bougroura

This study is based on the debate between Contemporary Arabic Novel-
ist experimentation supported by overtaking and separation, and the qualita-
tive method, which continuously tends to be distinguished by consistency
supported by the national peculiarities in form and content. This topic is gov-
erned by such special artistic establishment, which controversially interferes
with other narratives with elements and foundations moving in a circle com-
posed of extreme formalism and obstruction and calling for keeping away
from reading the text with epistemological dimensions within a cognitive,
qualitative and cultural framework. The topic is governed by cognitive, artis-
tic and methodological questions such as:

Does experimentation represent an artistic and cognitive function at the
time the Arab writer realizes that the writing with the regional, national and
social spirit is of no use? Is the Arab scholar completely able, from the ele-
ments and structures of the positive experimentation that generate the artistic
strength supported by the cognitive depth, to interact with the national and
social values? Alternatively, do we consider experimentation not more than
something marginal in the light of the artistic movement characterized by the
western scholar? Is experimental writing, stemming from the Arab authors
and their special identity, subject to the nation's patterns or is it a metaphorical
and artistic industry?

This topic might also be an observation of the concept of values when we
confirm that the qualitative formalism does not lie in the concept and means
in its simplest implications — the presence of function that the texts carry
with its social and cultural context. However, the problem lies in the qualita-
tive presence associated with novelistic experimentation and interacts with it,
which constitute the core of this paper.
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Abstract

Cohesion and Coherence in Internet Articles:
A Case of Two Articles

Hamzah Saleh Theyab Ghammaz

This paper investigates the extent to which coherence and cohesion
are used in internet articles. It also aims at identifying frequently used co-
hesive devices. The sample of this paper consists of two internet articles:
one about Honey (http://www.barnetbeekeepers.org.uk/sections/Bee%20
Products/honey.htm) and the other about Acupuncture (https://www.quack-
watch.org/01QuackeryRelatedTopics/acu.html). Analyses of the target inter-
net articles show us that the more cohesive devices the writer uses, the more
coherent the text will be. Among cohesive ties, lexical cohesion is the most
frequent type used, followed by parallelism. Conjunction, ellipses and refer-
ence follow respectively.

Reiteration is widely used among lexical cohesion devices. Repetition of
the same item is the most common type of reiteration. Additive conjunctions
are the most frequent types of conjunctions used in the target internet articles.
Nominal ellipsis is the most frequent kind of ellipses. Moreover, among dif-
ferent types of references, personal reference occupied the highest percentage
(70%).

Keywords: cohesion, coherence, semantics, cohesive devices, lexical
relations, parallelism, conjunction, ellipses and reiteration.



Cohesion and Coherence in Internet Articles: A Case of Two Articles

1- Introduction

Writing is one of the most important skills that any person, whether na-
tive or non-native, should master well in order to be able to communicate his
thoughts to others. In communicating his thoughts, the writer should present
well- organized material suitable for conveying the intended purpose easily,
clearly and effectively. For this purpose, many theories were founded and
many attempted to explain how the components of a text are relevant and
accessible.

It is obvious that online writing provides many opportunities for people
around the world in many different ways. People use the internet not only
for social connection and entertainment, but also for academic and scientific
purposes. Therefore, this study investigates cohesion and coherence in two
internet articles since they have rarely been a subject of investigation. This
study differs from previous studies in the genre handled and its method of
investigation.

To be coherent in writing is something few can define, but nearly every
one can recognize the opposite, incoherence. The most important ways to
achieve coherence in discourse are explanation of support, reminders of the
opinion in the topic sentence, and transitions. These important links help the
reader move smoothly from one idea to another in the discourse.

This shows us that there is a strong relationship between coherence and
the way in which the components of the surface text are organized and con-
nected in a sequence. This means that the words, phrases and sentences the
writer is producing should be carefully and skillfully woven together to pro-
duce the effective text he wishes. Therefore, when the writer writes, he lin-
guistically responds to certain and specific features which hang the passage
together such as the patterns of connection independent of structure.

This kind of relationship between coherence and cohesion is viewed dif-
ferently in different researches. The first believes that cohesion can lead to
coherence, arguing that if writers use the cohesive devices, ties and chains
well, coherent texts will be created in the end. In other situations, researches
take the opposite view, claiming that to make the text coherent, writers use
chains and ties that will finally lead to the matter of cohesion in the text.
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One of the researchers who adopt the second viewpoint is Tichy (1966)
who believes that every paragraph should possess coherence regardless of
how it is developed because coherence existence will lead to the improve-
ment and clarity of the style. Two factors, which are unity and outlining of
the text, are to be considered when seeking such coherence, because as soon
as the paragraph is unified and organized, the supplement of transitions will
be very easy.

Widdowson (1979) suggests that cohesion deals with the structural rela-
tionship that allows a series of sentences to be accepted as a text. Coherence
deals with the relationship that allows speech units performing communi-
cative acts to be characterized as discourse. He established this dichotomy
cohesion / coherence in connection with the two functions that any discourse
must fulfill the propositional function (what can be done with the words):

“The semantic value of sentences is now interpreted as the propositions
they are used to express, and their pragmatic value as their illocutionary func-
tion. Cohesion is the propositional relation and coherence the illocutionary
relation between parts of a discourse” (Widdowson, 1979, p. 87).

As a feature of discourse, coherence provides it with a pragmatic con-
tinuity resulting from the allowance made for the situation of discourse and
allows it to be coherent, i.e. understandable, without being cohesive. The fol-
lowing example shows clearly the distinction between cohesion and coher-
ence:

A. You will bring me back the parcel tomorrow, wont you?
B. Iam going to Paris tonight.

If this discourse is meaningful, it is because we pragmatically infer the
following link:

I will not be able to ... because I am going to Paris tonight.

Cohesion reflects the relationship within a passage where understand-
ing of one linguistic element is possible by reference to another. Halliday
and Hasan (1976) call this relationship ‘ties’. They maintain that ties can be
accomplished grammatically, lexically, or by a combination of both, to form
logical cohesion. The most important ties that achieve cohesion are those

[2]
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which take place within or across sentences (intra-and inter-sentential).

The following example shows the type of cohesion that exists within a
text between a presupposed item and presupposing one. (Mary cooks very
well. Last night she cooked spaghetti). In the above example, the pronoun
‘she’ in the second sentence is the presupposing element.

Reference according to Haliday and Hasan (1976) is the relationship
between two elements of the text. The second element is not interpreted se-
mantically on its own. It is referred to the first element for its interpretation.
Two types of reference are identified: endophorm and exophora. This kind of
cohesion can be established through:

* The use of pronominal forms (e.g. personals) to replace noun phrase,
adverbials, clauses or sentences.

*  The use of determiners to refer to a previous noun phrase.

Substitution as the second cohesive device that involves substituting or
replacing one item in the text by another. The new item is called “the substi-
tute item”. Three categories of substitution are specified: nominal, verbal and
clausal.

Ellipsis is considered a special kind of substitution. What distinguishes
it from substitution, according to Halliday and Hasan’s definition, is that “el-
lipsis is substitution by Zero”. Ellipsis is classified into three types nominal,
verbal and clausal. In nominal ellipsis, the items that function as heads may
be deictic. Two kinds of verbal ellipsis are identified: I) lexical ellipsis, which
involves ellipting the lexical verb, and 2) operator ellipsis, which involves
ellipsis of the auxiliary.

Conjunction is believed to be the most difficult kind of cohesion; it
means, “Two parts of the text are related in meaning in one way or another”.
This kind of cohesion can be established through:

1. The use of conjunctives that express temporal relations (e.g. next, after,
that, just then, previously, mean while, etc.)

2. The use of conjunctives that express additive relations (e.g. and, also,
moreover, furthermore, in addition, etc.)
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3. The use of adversative conjunctives that express relevant relations like
concessive e.g. although, even though, etc.), denied implication (e.g.
nevertheless, still, yet) and contrast (e.g. on the other hand, on the con-
trary conversely)

4. The use of clausal conjunctives that express the relation of conclusion
(e.g. for this reason, so, then, hence, therefore, because of this)

5. The use of continuative conjunctives (e.g. now, of course, well, surely,
after all, etc.)

In lexical cohesion, the relationship of cohesion is realized by vocabu-
lary. Halliday and Hasan identify two kinds of lexical cohesion: reiteration
and collocation. Reiteration is divided into four subclasses ranging from rep-
etition of the same item, to repetition by synonyms, near synonyms, a su-
perordinate or a general item. Collocation is considered problematic since
it includes all kinds of lexical cohesion that are not covered or treated by
reiteration.

2- Objectives

The purpose of the current study is to investigate the extent to which
coherence and cohesion are used in some internet articles.

Specifically, this paper aims at providing answers to the following ques-
tions.

e To what extent does cohesion affect coherence in internet articles?

*  What are the most common types of cohesive devices that are used in
internet articles?

3- Brief account of previous studies.

Regarding the relationship between cohesion and coherence, Lybbert
and Cummings (1969) mention that coherence might be minimally defined
as a “fixed interdependence and non autonomy of parts”. From this defini-
tion, we can understand that a text cannot be coherent unless the relationships
between the parts are stable and clear as coherence, as said before, requires a
close and proper fitting of the parts that are mutually dependent with regard
to their ability to form the whole.
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On the other side, they do not agree with Tichy (1966) about the repeti-
tion of key words specially that which comes from the use of parallel con-
structions. This disagreement springs from the fact that such a repetition
can frustrate and break coherence for the following three reasons: the first
is implied in the lack of a detailed taxonomy of parallelisms; the second is
that sometimes the device relies on the insistent recurrence of key words and
phrases. Thirdly, sometimes the device relies on the insistent recurrence of
non-key words and phrases.

In an attempt to explain the conditions under which coherence takes
place, Smith and Liediich (1977) mention that clear and meaningful para-
graphs must be coherent, and then they have to be arranged in a logical and
reasonable order. This order, certainly, depends on two elements: the writer’s
purpose and the nature of the material itself, which can be presented in differ-
ent ways. Therefore, the narrative order will seem more effective if the writer
wants to narrate a sequence of events or present the steps of a process: 1.e. ar-
ranging the details in a chronological order. Whereas the descriptive order is
to be used if the writer wishes to describe something; i.e. arranging the para-
graphs to give readers a clear picture of what is being described. However,
the expository form will be more persuasive and effective if an explanation of
certain ideas is described.

Carrell (1982) puts forward, another condition for coherence since she
thinks that focusing on the cohesive devices is not enough at all, if coherence
is what we desire. Besides, we should not deceive ourselves into thinking that
the cohesive ties will be a panacea to our ESL composition writing and the
reading problem. On the contrary, “if we really want to learn about textual
coherence, we must supplant or at least supplement textual analysis theories
such as the cohesion theory with broader, more powerful theories which take
the reader into account and which consider the skills of reading and writing
as interactive processes taking into consideration the reader and the writer as
well as the text”. (ibid., p.487)

Goodin and Perkins (1982) mention that if we can define composition as
the arrangement of information, then rhetorical composition can be defined
as the arrangement and sequencing of sentences besides the art of coherence.

Despite what they have said before, they are still not optimistic about
achieving coherent prose. They mention, “Just as we can’t get students to



Hamzah Saleh Theyab Ghammaz

write consistently grammatical sentences by teaching them any system of
grammar, we should not expect them to write consistently coherent prose by
teaching them any system of discourse grammar or rhetoric”.

Markets (1983) anticipates and tries to prove that there is a relation be-
tween cohesion and coherence. He relates the two terms by saying that “the
assumption of coherence is one of the basic rules of the language game in
which we all participate. Cohesion on the other side can appear as a pragmatic
sufficiency or an artful tapestry”. To prove this relation, he talks about some
of the impetuses that make him believe that coherence is the function of cohe-
sion. The first of these impetuses is summarized in the fact that composition
textbooks advocate the creation of coherence by the repetition of key words
or by the substitution of nouns that is really a suitable path to create unity. The
second considers the fact that coherence as traditionally produced by repeti-
tions and transition words is not always enough to produce a unified sensible
whole, cohesion on an ordinary day to day level should be judged in terms
of the sense or non-sense which the sequence of sentences produce. There-
fore, cohesion is needed and considered one of the important requirements of
successful writing because it can distinguish the effective sentence sequence
from a scattered bulk of sentences; i.e., a text from a non-text.

Once again, a contradiction between Halliday and Hasan (1976) and
Markets (1983) can be established regarding the way each of them view the
phenomenon of cohesion. Markets sees, for example, that Halliday and Hasan
look at cohesion as a semantic phenomenon only, whereas he believes that we
can only explain the macro-structure of any text by taking into account the
syntax as well as semantics, since a danger of limiting this macro-structure
of any text to theme and content without bringing the readers to the philoso-
pher’s understanding of cohesion as form, might be created when taking into
account semantics only.

To sum up, cohesion according to Markets (Ibid.) should involve two
factors:

*  Semantic and syntactic elements.

* The interaction of these elements to produce a formal content-free mac-
ro-structure for basic paragraphs.
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Gorrell et al (1988) introduce and discuss another circumstance for co-
herence. They declare that the text is coherent if the parts in it hang together,
one sentence flows from another and the guarantee to this flow and the auto-
matic development of coherence is the use of cohesion devices and continuity
which, in their turn, show and simplify the movement of thought through the
text, directing the reader through the sequence of commitment and responses.

Farghal (1992) has another new and different point of view about cohe-
sion, coherence and the relation between them. His fear is implied in what
he calls “Naturalness” of texts since cohesion in texts is dealt with and con-
sidered as a separate problem in writing, not as an essential stage to achieve
a larger goal in writing which is coherence. He claims that to make a text
cohesive enough, writers tend to use a set of those cohesive ties, an action
which will inevitably lead to the work of a random imposing of those ties on
the piece of writing, but still this mere imposition will not, anyway, make the
text more effective although it is more cohesive. If so then, the naturalness of
the text will be affected and there all the danger lies. Further more, cohesion
in this case will be the main concern of writers who will be forced to ignore
the final aim, which is coherence. Therefore, to avoid this danger, cohesion
should be seen as subservient to coherence rather than the controller of it. Be-
sides, writers should account for the cohesive harmony, which plays a major
role in the grading scheme. That is, the higher the cohesive harmony is, the
more coherent the text will seem and vice versa. Thus, we see the importance
of this ‘harmony but how to achieve it? The answer is implied in the necessity
of being aware of the acquisition order of the various cohesive devices. De-
spite what is being said, Farghal (Ibid. 1982) as well as Goodin and Perkins
(1982) do not believe in the total possibility of achieving complete cohesive
and coherent texts. Farghal remarks that cohesion problems will continue to
exist, being more complex as the writer goes on writing and becoming more
proficient and this is the area where cohesion problems differ from the me-
chanical ones.

One factor that affects textual coherence and cohesion as Lautamatti
(1978) found after the analysis of several simplified texts is simplification.
This effect is reflected in the restriction of the semantic information and in
the creation of a more transparent and clear pattern of reference. Furthermore,
she also found that this simplification led to the inconsistent variance in con-
junctions and the decrease of modality markers. Regarding these results, she
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concluded that the complexity of the text drives the reader to a more serious
processing of information to get the meaning, which might be related to extra-
textual phenomenon.

Another study was conducted by Tierney and Mosenthal (1981) to ex-
amine whether the cohesive ties, which are used to measure and evaluate
text cohesion, have an effect on the quality of the produced piece of writing
or not. For this purpose, they asked twelve students of the twelfth grade to
write about certain topics. Those twelve students were then divided into two
groups; the first included those who were familiar with the topics, while the
second group consisted of the other students who were unfamiliar with such
topics. Using a MANOVA test after the analysis of each text, they determined
the cohesive patterning. Results proved that the topic had an effect on this
patterning, whereas the familiarity of the topic had no significance effect on
cohesion. After that, essays were rated and given ranks according to their
level of coherence in order to be compared to the ordering of texts according
to the cohesive analysis. Results of this comparison showed that there was no
relation between the coherence ranking and the cohesive patterning. An ad-
ditional analysis of the cohesive ties showed no significant relation between
specific types of cohesive patterning and coherence. Finally, they made the
conclusion that there was no direct relationship of text’s cohesion, as stated
by Haliday and Hasan (1976) to the coherence of the text.

Mclinn (1988) believes that there exists a kind of relation between read-
ing comprehension, cohesion and coherence. This relation plays an important
role in the successful interaction between the reader and the writer. To sup-
port her view she conducted a study aimed at investigating coherence in the
writing of eighth grade students at various reading comprehension levels and
cohesion hid syntax in these writings according to the student’s level in co-
herence as determined by the holistic scoring. The study also aimed at inves-
tigating text structure patterns these essays based on coherence levels. These
results were revealed by this study:

a- Better readers produced the more coherent essays.

b- The more coherent essays were found to possess a larger number of co-
hesive chains.

c- Variety of vocabulary in the cohesive chains and inherence totals did not
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distinguish between good and weak letters, because students were asked
to write about a previously limited topic.

d- There was a significant difference in the number of limits in essays and
in the coherence totals among the groups of students’.

Al-Sharah (1988) investigated the rhetorical problems which were
grouped into six major sectors, thesis statement, unity, coherence, complete-
ness, organization, order and, wording. Coherence according to him is a basic
element that can determine whether the parts of the composition are well
sequenced so that the reader can find them meaningful and intelligible. When
analyzing these compositions for coherence, it was found that the good se-
quence of the parts, careful placement of the paragraphs and the use of transi-
tional phrases, were absent while the joining devices characterized the whole
composition. Coherence devices, such as coordinating conjunctions, conjunc-
tion adverbs and transitional phrases, and cohesion ties, such as reference,
substitution, ellipsis, conjunction and lexical cohesion, were nearly absent or
misused if found in these essays. “And” was used very often to link sentences
or ideas and so the result was more coordination than subordinations in In-
dents’ compositions.

For the second time, Spiegel and Fitzgerald (1990) examined the rela-
tionship between cohesion and coherence in children’s writing, inserting this
time the context of the text as a third variable besides the quality of writing
and grade level. Results supported the previous ones of (1986) study but indi-
cated that this relation varies according to context of the text.

Shakir (1991) believes that the teachers’ way of coaching students to
write can be reflected in the essays of those learners. Therefore, before being
anxious about cohesion and coherence in students’ writings, linguists should
pay attention and explore the view of EFL teachers about the specific qualities
that render the produced texts coherent or incoherent. This, of course, can be
done by identifying the factors that teachers look for when evaluating their
students’ writing for cohesion and coherence.

Reflecting on what Al-Sharah (1988) stated, Magableh (1992) assessed
six rhetorical problems in essays written by students at the higher college
for teachers’ certification. These problems involved the concluding statement,
unity, organization, cohesion, coherence, in addition, to reader orientation
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and clarity. The study revealed that coherence according to its difficulty was
ranked second. That is, written texts were poorly coherent and the mode of
writing was aural instead of visual. This was due to the first language interfer-
ence, students’ inability to stay with the initial ideas and bad or wrong choice
of lexis.

Cohesion on the other part came forth according to its difficulty; imply-
ing that cohesion within paragraphs was poorly accomplished by cohesive
ties more than any other devices. This tie-use was referred to the instruc-
tor’s constant effort as he continuously explained the use and importance of
discourse markers to make the text coherent. It was also due to the nature of
these cohesive ties since they are easy to be classified and used. Generally
speaking, cohesion lack in texts was found to be the result of some factors.
The lack and misuse of the cohesive tie, the overuse of “and” as a connector
and the wrong reference were the most important of those factors.

4- Findings and discussion

It is useful at the beginning of this section to remind ourselves of the main
objectives of this paper which are to investigate the extent to which coherence
and cohesion (represented in the number and kind of the cohesive ties) are
used in internet articles, and to what extent cohesion affects coherence. It also
investigates the most common cohesive ties used in these articles.

Our discussion of the data will proceed as follows: First, we have two
standards of textuality, namely cohesion and coherence. Then we will apply
these two standards on two internet articles. We will take the first standard
and apply it on both articles, then the second in the same manner.

4.1 Cohesion

In this section, attention will be directed toward surface structure devices
that text composers employ in order to establish relationships between facts
in sentences. In other words, we will investigate the cohesive devices that text
producers use in order to establish relationships between pairs of facts in sen-
tences. In this paper, a distinction is made between what renders a text coher-
ent, and what renders it cohesive. A coherent text is considered as being both
coherent and cohesive, whereas a cohesive text is not necessarily coherent.

Six cohesive categories will be investigated: reference, substitution, el-
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lipsis, conjunction, parallelism and lexical cohesion.
4.1.1 Reference

Halliday and Hassan (1976) distinguished three major types of reference
1) personal reference 2) demonstrative reference 3) comparative reference. A
distinction was also made between exphoric and endophoric reference. Exo-
phoric reference has no part in textual cohesion whereas endophoric reference
forms cohesive relationship within the text. Endophoric reference is further
divided into two types:1) anaphoric reference, which refers back to a previ-
ously mentioned element, and 2) cataphoric reference where the interpreta-
tion lies in the following element in the text.

The following example illustrates the different types of reference rela-
tions.

Personal anaphoric reference
*  Honey

«Liquid honey does not spoil. Because of it’s high sugar concentration,
it kills bacteria by plasmolysis. Natural airborne yeasts cannot become active
in it because the moisture content is too low. Natural, raw honey varies from
14% to 18% moisture content. As long as the moisture content remains under
18%, virtually no organism can successfully multiply to significant amounts
in honey.»

In the above example, ‘“‘liguid honey” is the presupposed item and the

P2

pronouns ‘it and ‘‘it’s " are the presupposing items.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«‘Chinese medicine’ often called “Oriental medicine” or “Traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) encompasses a vast array of Folk medical practice
based on mysticism. /¢ holds that the body’s vital energy circulates through
channel, called meridians that have branches connected to bodily organs
and functions. Illness is attributed to imbalance or interruption of chi. An-
cient practices such as acupuncture, Qigong, and the use of various herbs are
claimed to restore balance.»

In the above example, “‘Chinese Medicine is the presupposed item and
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the pronoun ‘it ” is the presupposing item.

Demonstrative anaphoric reference
*  Honey

«Honey is a sweet and viscous fluid produced by bees and other insects
from the nectar of flowers.” The definition of honey stipulates a pure product
that does not allow for the addition of any other substance. This includes,
but is not limited to, water or other sweeteners,” according the United States
National Honey Board 2003»

In the above example, there are two cases of references. The demonstra-
tive pronoun “this” is a presupposing item while the antecedent item is (the
addition of any other substances.)

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Most acupuncturists espouse the traditional Chinese view of health and
diseases and consider acupuncture, herbal medicine, and related practice to
be valid approaches to the full gamut of diseases. Others reject the traditional
approach and merely claim that acupuncture offers a simple way to achieve
pain relief. The diagnostic processes used by TCM practitioners may include
questioning, observation, listening, and pulse taking. Six pulse aspects said
to correlate with body organs of functions are checked on each wrist to deter-
mine which meridians are “deficient” in chi. Some acupuncturists state that
the electrical properties of the body may become imbalanced weeks or even
months before symptoms occur. These practitioners claim that acupuncture
can be used to treat conditions when the patient just “doesn’t feel right,” even
though no disease is apparent.»

In the above example, there are two cases of references. The demon-
strative pronoun “these” is a presupposing item while the antecedent item is
(some acupuncturists state that...)

Comparative anaphoric reference
*  Honey

«Most vegans consider honey to be an animal product and avoid using it,
instead choosing sweetening alternatives such as golden syrup.»
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The presupposed item in the previous example is the “alternatives”
“such’ 1s the presupposing item.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Traditional acupuncture, as now practiced, involves the insertion of
stainless steel needles into various body areas. A low-frequency current may
be applied to the needles to produce greater stimulation. Other procedures
used separately or together with acupuncture include: moxibustion (burning
of floss or herbs applied to the skin); injection of sterile water, procaine, mor-
phine, vitamins, or homeopathic solutions through the inserted needles; ap-
plications of laser beams (laserpuncture); placement of needles in the external
ear (auriculotherapy); and acupressure (use of manual pressure). Treatment is
applied to “acupuncture points,” which are said to be located throughout the
body. Originally there were 365 such points, corresponding to the days of the
year, but the number identified by proponents during the past 2,000 years has
increased gradually to about 2,000 [1]. Some practitioners place needles at
or near the site of disease, whereas others select points on the basis of symp-
toms. In traditional acupuncture, a combination of points is usually used.»

The presupposed item in the previous example is the underlined phrase
“acupuncture points” which are said to be located throughout the body.
Whereas the underlined phrase such points is the presupposing item.

Table one below shows the frequency and the distribution of different
types of reference relations.

Table 1: The frequency and the distribution of different types of refer-
ence relations

ANAPHORA CATAPHORA
TYPE OF REFERENCE
No % No %
1 | Personal 14 70 0 0
2 | Demonstrative 2 10 0 0
Comparative 4 20 0 0
TOTAL 20 100% 0 0

Table one above shows us that personal reference items have the highest
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frequency of occurrence (70%) of the overall number of occurrences of refer-
ence items in this genre. Demonstrative and comparative references occurred
with lower frequencies.

4.1.2 Substation and Ellipsis

Halliday and Hassan distinguish three main types 1) Nominal 2) Verbal
3) Clausal. The researcher was not able to detect any occurrence of substitu-
tion as a cohesive relation (between clauses) in the examined internet articles.
Instead of resorting to substitution, the data depended on reiteration and rep-
etition. This could be ascribed to the need of clarity and precision as well as
the need to avoid ambiguity.

Ellipsis, on the other hand, constituted of the overall number of cohesive
devices found in the data. Nominal ellipses had the highest frequency of oc-
currence among other types of ellipses; it constitutes (81%). Nominal ellipses
was clearly displayed in the ellipses of the antecedent noun (phrase) in the
resolution. Clausal ellipses was also traced with a frequency of (19%). Verbal
ellipses was not found in the analyzed data. Table two bellow shows the num-
ber of ellipses instances and their percentages.

Table 2: The frequency of ellipsis relations

ELLIPSIS TYPE No %
1 Nominal 17 81
2 Verbal 0 0
3 Clausal 4 19
Total 21 100%

The following are illustrative examples of ellipses.
Nominal ellipses
* Honey

«Most vegans consider honey to be an animal product and avoid using it,
instead (---) choosing sweetening alternatives such as golden syrup.»

In the above example the antecedent noun phrase “most vegans” is el-
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lipted from the location of the sign (---) which marks the place of the ellipted
element.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Most acupuncturists espouse the traditional Chinese view of health and
disease and consider acupuncture, herbal medicine, and related practices to
be valid approaches to the full gamut of disease. Others reject the traditional
approach and merely claim that acupuncture offers a simple way to achieve
pain relief. The diagnostic process used by TCM practitioners may include (--
-) questioning, (---) observations, (---) listening, and pulse-taking. Six pulse
aspects said to correlate with body organs or functions are checked on each
wrist to determine which meridians are “deficient” in chi. Some acupunctur-
ists state that the electrical properties of the body may become imbalanced
weeks or even months before symptoms occur. These practitioners claim that
acupuncture can be used to treat conditions when the patient just “doesn’t feel
right,” even though no disease is apparent.»

In the above example, the antecedent noun “diagnostic processes” is el-
lipted from the location of the sign (---) which marks the place of the ellipted
element.

Clausal ellipses
*  Honey

«The main uses of honey are in cooking, baking, spreading on bread and
toast, and as an addition to various beverages such as tea because honey is
high gyroscopic (drawing moisture from the air), a small quantity of honey
added to a pastry recipe will retard the staling process. Raw honey also con-
tains enzymes that help in its digestion, (---) several vitamins and antioxi-
dants.»

In this example “raw honey” is ellipted from the place where the sign
(---) appears.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Qigong is also claimed to influence the flow of “vital energy”. Inter-
nal Qigong involves deep breathing, concentration, and relaxation techniques
used by individuals for themselves. External Qigong is performed by “Qigong
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masters” who claim to cure a wide variety of diseases with energy released
from their fingertips. However, scientific investigators of Qigong masters in
China have found no evidence of paranormal powers and some evidence of
deception. They found, for example, (---) that a patient lying on a table about
eight feet from a Qigong master moved rhythmically or thrashed about as the
master moved his hands.

In this example, “some evidence of deception” is ellipted from the place
where the sign (---) appears.

4.1.3 Conjunction
Conjunctions are classified into four types:
1) Additive 2) Adversative 3) Causal 4) Temporal

The use of conjunction was found to constitute (15.1% - table 6) of all
cohesive devices in the examined data.

Table three below shows the different types of conjunction relations en-
countered in the examined articles.

Table3: frequency of conjunction relations.

CONJUNCTION RELATION No %
1 | Additive 18 66.7
2 | Adversative 6 222
3 | Causal 3 11.1
4 | Temporal 0 0
Total 27 100%

Table 3 above shows that additive conjunction has the highest frequency
of occurrence constituting (66.7 %) of the total number of conjunction rela-
tion in the data. Next comes the adversative and causal conjunction which
recorded (22.2%) and (11.1%) respectively. No instances of temporal con-
junction were attested. The following are representative examples of the con-
junction relation traced in the data. The conjunctions illustrated in the follow-
ing examples will be underlined.
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Additive conjunction
* Honey

«Honey is laid down by bees as a food source. In cold weather or when
food sources are scare, bees use their honey as their sole source of nutrition.
By contriving the bee swarm to make its home in a hive, mankind has been
able to domesticate insects. In the hive, there are three types of bee: the single
queen bee, up to 200 drone bees to fertilize her and some 20000 to 80000
worker bees. The worker bees raise larvae and collect the nectar that will
become honey in the hive.»

Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Qigong is also claimed to influence the flow of “vital energy”. Inter-
nal Qigong involves deep breathing, concentration, and relaxation techniques
used by individuals for themselves. External Qigong is performed by “Qigong
masters” who claim to cure a wide variety of diseases with energy released
from their fingertips. However, scientific investigators of Qigong masters in
China have found no evidence of paranormal powers and some evidence of
deception.»

Adversative conjunctions
* Honey

«Honey is not always healthful. Because it is gathered from flowers in the
wild, there are situations in which it may be toxic. Rhododendrons, mountain
Laurels and azaleas have nectar that is poisonous to humans though harmless
to bees, the shape of the Azalea flower, however, makes access to nectar dif-
ficult for honeybees. And during the time at which Azaleas bloom, there are
usually other flowers available which are more appealing to the honeybee. So
lethal honey is rarely encountered».

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Qigong is also claimed to influence the flow of “vital energy”. Inter-
nal Qigong involves deep breathing, concentration, and relaxation techniques
used by individuals for themselves. External Qigong is performed by “Qigong
masters” who claim to cure a wide variety of diseases with energy released
from their fingertips. However, scientific investigators of Qigong masters in
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China have found no evidence of paranormal powers and some evidence of
deception. They found, for example, that a patient lying on a table about eight
feet from a Qigong master moved rhythmically or thrashed about as the mas-
ter moved his hands. But when she was placed so that she could no longer see
him, her movements were unrelated to his. Falun gong, which China recently
banned, is a Qigong variant claimed to be “a powerful mechanism for heal-
ing, stress relief and health improvement.”»

Causal conjunction
*  Honey

The following is an illustrative example of causal conjunction. The caus-
al conjunction is underlined.

«Nonetheless, honey corn syrup and other natural sweeteners are a po-
tential and acute threat to infants. Harmless to adults because of a mature
person’s stomach acidity, botulinum spores are widely present in the envi-
ronment and are among the few bacteria that can survive in honey. Since
an infants digestive juice are non-acidic, ingestion of honey creates an ideal
medium for botulinum spores to grow and produce sufficient levels of toxins
to cause infant botulism. For this reason, it is advised that neither honey, nor
any other sweetener, be given to children under the age of 18 months. Once
a child is eating solid food, the digestive juices are acidic enough to prevent
the growth of the sours.»

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«More recently, members of the British Acupuncture Council who par-
ticipated in two prospective studies have reported low complication rates and
no serious complications among patients who underwent a total of more than
66.000 treatments. An accompany editorial suggests that in competent hands,
the likelihood of complications is small. Since outcome data are not available,
the studies cannot compare the balance of risks vs. benefit. Nor do the stud-
ies take into account the likelihood of misdiagnosis by parishioners who use
traditional Chinese methods.»

4.1.4 Lexical cohesion

As previously mentioned, cohesion can be achieved through grammati-
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cal or lexical relations. Halliday and Hassan mentioned that lexical cohe-
sion is done by the employment of vocabulary items in two different ways.1)
Reiteration, and 2) Collocation. Lexical cohesion was found to be the most
commonly used cohesive device. The following tables (4&5) present the fre-
quency of occurrence of these two lexical devices and the subtypes of the
category “Reiteration”.

Table 4: frequency of lexical relations.

LEXICAL COHESION No %

1 | Reiteration 73 96
2 | Collocation 3 4
Total 76 100%

The following table -table 5- presents frequency and types of reiteration.

Table 5: Frequency and types of reiteration.

TYPES OF REITERATION No %
1 | Repletion of same item 63 86.4
2 | Synonym 5 6.8
3 | Superordinate 3 4.1
4 | General item 2 2.7
Total 73 100%

The following examples illustrate the different types of reiteration pres-

ent in the examined articles.
Repetition of same item

*  Honey

«Honey is not always healthful. Because it is gathered from flowers in the
wild, there are situations in which it may be toxic. Rhododendrons, mountain
Laurels and azaleas have nectar that is poisonous to humans though harmless
to bees, the shape of the Azalea flower, however, makes access to nectar dif-
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ficult for honeybees. And during the time at which Azaleas bloom, there are
usually other flowers available which are more appealing to the honeybee. So
lethal honey is rarely encountered.»

In the above example, the underlined term “flower” is repeated several
times.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«*“Chinese medicine” often called “Oriental medicine” or “Traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) encompasses a vast array of Folk medical practice
based on mysticism. It holds that the body’s vital energy circulates through
channel, called meridians that have branches connected to bodily organs
and functions. Illness is attributed to imbalance or interruption of chi. An-
cient practices such as acupuncture, Qigong, and the use of various herbs are
claimed to restore balance.»

“Medicine” is repeated several times in the above example.
Synonymy
*  Honey

«Honey is not always healthful. Because it is gathered from flowers in the
wild, there are situations in which it may be toxic. Rhododendrons, mountain
Laurels and azaleas have nectar that is poisonous to humans though harmless
to bees, the shape of the Azalea flower, however, makes access to nectar dif-
ficult for honeybees. And during the time at which Azaleas bloom, there are
usually other flowers available which are more appealing to the honeybee. So
lethal honey is rarely encountered.»

In the above example, the term “foxic honey” is synonym with the term
lethal honey”.

(13

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«“Chinese medicine” often called “Oriental medicine” or “Traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) encompasses a vast array of Folk medical practice
based on mysticism. It holds that the body’s vital energy circulates through
channel, called meridians that have branches connected to bodily organs
and functions. Illness is attributed to imbalance or interruption of chi. An-



Cohesion and Coherence in Internet Articles: A Case of Two Articles

cient practices such as acupuncture, Qigong, and the use of various herbs are
claimed to restore balance.

In the above example, the underlined terms are synonym.
Superordinate
*  Honey

«Honey is laid down by bees as a food source. In cold weather or when
food sources are scare, bees use their honey as their sole source of nutrition.
By contriving the bee swarm to make its home in a hive, mankind has been
able to domesticate insects. In the hive, there are three types of bee: the single
queen bee, up to 200 drone bees to fertilize her and some 20000 to 80000
worker bees.»

In this example, “queen bee, drone bee and worker bees” are types of
bees.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«The diagnostic process used by TCM practitioners may include ques-
tioning, observations, listening, and pulse-taking. Six pulse aspects said to
correlate with body organs or functions are checked on each wrist to deter-
mine which meridians are “deficient” in chi. Some acupuncturists state that
the electrical properties of the body may become imbalanced weeks or even
months before symptoms occur. These practitioners claim that acupuncture
can be used to treat conditions when the patient just “doesn’t feel right,” even
though no disease is apparent.»

In the above example, “wrist” is part of the “body”.
General item
*  Honey

«Honey is a sweet and viscous fluid produced by bees and other insects
from the nectar of flowers. “The definition of honey stipulates a pure product
that does not allow for the addition of any other substance. This includes,
but is not limited to, water or other sweeteners,” according the United States
National Honey Board 2003
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In the previous example, the “insect” is used as a general item that refers
to more specific one “bees”.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Most acupuncturists espouse the traditional Chinese view of health and
disease and consider acupuncture, herbal medicine, and related practices to
be valid approaches to the full gamut of disease. Others reject the traditional
approach and merely claim that acupuncture offers a simple way to achieve
pain relief. The diagnostic process used by TCM practitioners may include
questioning, observations, listening, and pulse-taking. Six pulse aspects said
to correlate with body organs or functions are checked on each wrist to deter-
mine which meridians are “deficient” in chi. Some acupuncturists state that
the electrical properties of the body may become imbalanced weeks or even
months before symptoms occur. These practitioners claim that acupuncture
can be used to treat conditions when the patient just “doesn’t feel right,” even
though no disease is apparent.»

In the previous example, the phrase “valid approaches” is used as a gen-
eral item, which refers to what precedes it.

Collocation
*  Honey

«Instead of taking nectar, bees can take honeyvdew, which appears simi-
lar to honey and consists of the sweet secretions of aphid or other plant sap-
sucking insects. Most important of these is the aphid Marchalina hellenica
which feeds on the sap of the Turkish Pine. Honeydew from pine forests has a
“piney” taste and is prized for medical use in Europe and turkey.»

In this example, collocation is represented in the fact that the underlined
items “nectar” and “honeydew” are under the same topic.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«“Chinese medicine” often called “Oriental medicine” or “Traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) encompasses a vast array of Folk medical practice
based on mysticism. It holds that the body’s vital energy circulates through
channel, called meridians that have branches connected to bodily organs
and functions. Illness is attributed to imbalance or interruption of chi. An-
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cient practices such as acupuncture, Qigong, and the use of various herbs are
claimed to restore balance.»

In this example, collocation is represented in the fact that the underlined
items “Chinese medicine”, “Oriental medicine”, “Traditional Chinese medi-
cine and “acupuncture” are all under the same topic.

4. 1.5 Parallelism

Parallelism is a link, which suggests a connection simply because the
form of one sentence or clause represents the form of another. Therefore, the
discourse proceeds through a repeated grammatical structure.

Parallelism constituted (19.1% - table 6) of all cohesive devices. This
repeated use of certain structures is obvious. The following are illustrative
examples:

*  Honey

«The flavor and color of the substance is largely determined by the nec-
tar source. Common flavor of honey include orange blossom honey, tupelo
honey, buckwheat honey, clover honey, blackberry, and blueberry honey. In
Australia, the most common honey is from the eucalyptus trees, such as red
gum, yellow gum and string bark. Tasmanian leatherwood honey is consid-
ered a delicacy for its unique flavor.

While it is rare for any honey to be produced exclusively from one floral
source, honey will take on the flavor of the dominant flower in the region.
Orange blossom, tupelo, and sourwood are favored types in the United States.
Greece is famous for wild thyme honey, as is France for lavender and acacia
honey.»

In the above example, the following structure is repeated with new con-
tent, {subject + helping verb + adverb + prepositional phrase}.

*  Acupuncture, Qigong, and “Chinese Medicine”

«Traditional acupuncture, as now practiced, involves the insertion of
stainless steel needles into various body areas. A low-frequency current may
be applied to the needles to produce greater stimulation. Other procedures
used separately or together with acupuncture include moxibustion (burning
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of floss or herbs applied to the skin); injection of sterile water, procaine, mor-
phine, vitamins, or homeopathic solutions through the inserted needles; ap-
plications of laser beams (laserpuncture); placement of needles in the exter-
nal ear (auriculotherapy); and acupressure (use of manual pressure).»

All of the underlined phrases nearly have the same structure.

The last table of this section is table six, which gives us a summary of
the various types of interclausal connectors that occurred in the examined
internet articles.

Table 6: Summary of the various types of interclausal connectors.

COHESIVE DEVICES No %
1 | Reference 20 11.23
2 | Substitution 0 0
3 | Ellipses 21 11.96
4 | Conjunction 27 15.1
5 | Parallelism 34 19.1
6 | Lexical cohesion 76 42.6
Total 178 100%

4.2 Coherence

Each paragraph in both texts maintain an aspect of the global topic. In
other words, each paragraph is not a replication or a paraphrase of the previ-
ous one; each paragraph adds to the content of the previous one and predicts
the occurrence of the one that follows.

In each paragraph, sentences are perceived as subordinator to a major
superordinate sentence. Each sentence adds to the content of the one that
precedes and predicts the occurrence of the one that follows. Thus, sentences
can be perceived as distributed over a hierarchical display where some figure
as superordinate to others, which elaborate or substitute them. The paragraphs
thus with their super- and subordinate sentences, acquire a topical character.
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In each paragraph of both texts, we find clues to paragraph and text struc-
ture. Such clues are crucial to the reader, as they set anticipations as to the
topic of the whole text of the paragraph, and consequently, as to the structure
of the text. The clues activate the reader’s stored knowledge of the way the
topic can be approached. We, in this case, will keep an eye on the develop-
ment of the text to see whether it fulfils what is claimed in the text.

There is no unjustified change of topic in any of the paragraphs in ques-
tion. A piece of information that, for justified reason, is inserted into the body
of the text should normally be set off from the rest by means of parentheses,
dashes, etc. An unmarked or unjustified drift in topic do not occur. All of the
presented information about honey or about acupuncture are relevant and add
something new to the topic, and therefore is seen as functional in both texts.

There are no cases of over-division of paragraphs. In other words, para-
graphs are not fragmented. There are also no case of under-division. All para-
graphs in both texts are ordered in away lends itself to a thought pattern where
the topic of each paragraph leads to, or generates the topic of the one which
follows in a way that meets the readers anticipations.

Content progression is also consistent. Flow of content is not interrupted
by repeated or misplaced paragraphs. Each paragraph either generates or is
generated by the previous one(s).

The content of both texts does not deviate from the rhetorical function
of the text. In addition, verb tenses fit the function of both texts. Verb tenses
configure continuity of events or states or properties in the text.

The writers of both texts use many cohesive devices what makes both
texts more and more coherent. They used transition, reminders...etc which
help the reader to keep in touch.
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5. Conclusion

This study is an attempt as a preliminary step towards investigating the
extent to which coherence and cohesion are used in internet articles and iden-
tifying frequently used cohesive devices.

Analysis of the target internet articles reveals to us that:
e The more cohesive devices the writer uses, the more coherent the text is.

*  Among cohesive ties lexical cohesion is the most frequent cohesive type
used, followed by parallelism. Conjunction, ellipses and reference fol-
low in that order.

*  Among lexical cohesion devices, reiteration is widely used, and repeti-
tion of same items is the most common type of reiteration.

* Additive conjunctions are the most and frequent kind of conjunctions
used in the target internet articles.

*  Nominal ellipsis is the most frequent kind of ellipses relation.

* Among different types of reference, personal reference occupies the
highest percentage (70%)

This study is based on data from two internet articles in order to investi-
gate cohesion and coherence; another future research could be based on data
from other genres. Further research may be done to investigate other features
of internet articles.
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